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Introduction

For now, I’'ve given up using local LLMs that fit my system for Claude Code (more in a separate
field note), as the processing is not nearly reliable enough, making major mistakes, forgetting
performing tools etc, resulting in more work for me than if | coded myself.

Many mention DeepSeek as an inexpensive alternative to Claude models, so this field note
analyzes how to set it up, and what results to expect given a very simple example.

See References for what | based this on.

Prerequisites
Any system that can run Visual Studio Code should do.

No need for performance beyond what you anyway need for running Visual Studio Code, as the
models are not running locally.

The Claude Code extension must be installed.

Configuration

| use Claude Code only from within Visual Studio Code for the time being, so the configuration
relates to that. | prefer the Native Ul anyway.

| used a variant of the configuration suggested in References (same name/value pairsin a
different format).

As the reference article states, different models are applicable for different tasks, not the least
to optimize cost, that the configuration makes use of.

In Claude Code’s settings.json:

{

"claudeCode.preferredLocation”: "panel",
"claudeCode.environmentVariables": [

{ "name": "ANTHROPIC_BASE_URL", "value": "https://api.deepseek.com/anthropic" },
"name": "ANTHROPIC_AUTH_TOKEN", "value": " <your DeepSeek API Key>" },
"name": "ANTHROPIC_MODEL", "value": "deepseek-v4-pro[1lm]" },
"name": "ANTHROPIC_DEFAULT_OPUS_MODEL", "value": "deepseek-v4-pro[1m]" },
"name": "ANTHROPIC_DEFAULT_SONNET_MODEL", "value": "deepseek-v4-pro[1m]" },
"name": "ANTHROPIC_DEFAULT_HAIKU_MODEL", "value": "deepseek-v4-flash" },

"name": "CLAUDE_CODE_SUBAGENT_MODEL", "value": "deepseek-v4-flash" },
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"name": "CLAUDE_CODE_DISABLE_NONESSENTIAL_TRAFFIC", "value": "1" },



{ "name": "CLAUDE_CODE_EFFORT_LEVEL", "value": "max" }

1,

"claudeCode.disableLoginPrompt"”: true

Results

After the above configuration it was ready to go.

Use case

| used a tried-and-true example for the evaluation: a simple application that shows a 5 day / 3-
hour interval weather forecast from OpenWeather as a list (one table row per time) and charts
(one chart per entity, all times), and | have several targeted implementations doing this already,
so easy to compare/validate.

Implementation

The brunt of it was to be performed in PHP with JavaScript for Google Maps and Google Charts.

Steps

Right away | noticed that it had issues understanding my intent that each chart should show all
forecast values for each specific entity. Instead, it added only a single value to each chart.

After explaining more thoroughly, and asking it to make changes unconditionally, it realized
what needed to be done, and in the process added more entities than was implemented before.

| asked it to move implemented helper functions to helper.php and include that, which it did
without issues.

Despite knowing data was from a Web API it didn’t add any protection for missing values or data
validation.

| asked it to validate values before applying them. It implemented that by only checking whether
they existed, not if they were of the right type or within the right value ranges.

When asked to validate type as well as sensible ranges, itimplemented that without issues as a
separate helper function that performed both. It correctly put it in helper.php without me telling
it to.

I manually added more charts, better wordings etc, but no functional changes. It correctly
didn’t overwrite my changes after that.

Final words

It’s conveniently fast. | didn’t have to go away, but rather | could follow its thinking and updates
in real time.

| noted that it needs a bit more thorough description of intent than I’ve experienced Claude
needed, but this is hard to judge.

Overall, it worked fine for this example, but the question is how it handles a bigger project.



To be continued (maybe)...
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